
HARLOW HILL ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION 

SPRING 2021 NEWSLETTER 

for all Plot Holders and Associate Members 

 

Hello Everyone     We've had a fortnight of cold dry weather as I write this.   Ideal for tidying up the plot, 

getting the soil ready for planting, but more bare patches on the site than green shoots.   However, the 

rhubarb is sprouting and the gooseberry bushes are in full leaf.   About a third of my October sowing of 

broad beans survived the winter and I've just filled in the gaps with a spring sowing.   With a bit of luck, I 

should be harvesting them before the end of June.   I've also set new potatoes, and soon I shall be sowing 

lettuce, leeks, beetroot, carrots, parsnips and peas.   I'm going to try fennel this year.   I still get quite 

excited about waiting for the seeds to “come up”.  Beware of frost with new potatoes.   We've already had 

April frosts, and last year a sharp frost in early May “burned off” the optimistically emerging young shoots.   

It all adds interest to our gardening pleasures, but some things we could do without.    

A special welcome to you if you are a new plot holder.   You'll get lots of interest, lots of successes, lots of 

disappointments, lots of dilemmas and make lots of new friends.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID-19 

Although many of us have had our jab, even jabs, the virus is still with us, so please continue to be careful.   

Current evidence supports the view that the major means of transmission of the virus is aerosol, so when 

on the allotments site please keep 2m distance from other people not in your household.   Although it now 

appears that touch is a less likely means of contagion than was previously thought, please continue to 

sanitise or wash your hands before and after handling the gates and locks, and also the lawnmower.   

Please leave the gate open when you are on the site as this reduces the amount of touching, but when you 

are leaving the site please make sure you shut and lock the gate if there is no one else on the site.   

 

 

Bare plots all ready to start Spring primulas 



HARLOW HILL ALLOTMENTS ASSOCIATION AGM 2021 

Members will already know that because of the Covid pandemic and lockdown, the AGM could not be held 

this year as a face-to-face meeting.   Reports from the Chair, Treasurer and Lettings’ Manager together 

with the audited accounts were sent to all plot holders and associate members on 9th March 2021.  

Members were informed that the current officers and committee members were willing to stand for office 

again and they were invited to send any additional nominations or any questions by 22nd March; none 

were received, so the election of officers and committee members is confirmed.    

 

TROPHY WINNERS IN 2020 

The winner of The Most Improved Plot is Peter Stevenson - plot 2A.   The following plots were also 

nominated: 23A, 32B, 42B, 62B.   Many congratulations go to Peter and to all the nominees for their hard 

work. 

The Harry Newport Trophy for the best leeks is awarded to Sarah and Ian Pickersgill - plot 8A    Ian said 

they have no magic formula, but they definitely had some excellent leeks. 

Under normal circumstances the trophies would have been presented at the AGM.  Sadly this wasn't 

possible this time, but the trophies will be engraved and delivered to the winners. 

 

WASTE NOT WANT NOT 

The two yellow boxes beside the shop are for Waste Not, Want Not   The boxes are for good quality surplus 

fruit and veg.   There will not be much to offer at this time of the year, but there may be leeks, kale and 

broccoli, and soon there will be rhubarb.    The fruit and veg in the boxes is collected every Monday and 

delivered to Resurrected Bites.   See https://resurrectedbites.co.uk for further details. 

Ian Clarke, Chair   

 

WATER BACK ON 

The water was switched back on in early April.    If you want to use a hosepipe, you 

must purchase a £10 annual licence.   Before you use the hosepipe, please make 

sure there is plenty of water in the butt for non-hosepipe users; and non-hosepipe 

users, please make sure the butt is full after you have used it.   A further tap is 

soon to be installed between plots 21/22 and25/26. 

Please use the water carefully.  Have a water butt on your plot to collect rainwater 

where possible. To avoid contaminating the water butts under the taps, do not 

wash your hands or your tools under the taps. 

You can pay for the hosepipe licence by bank transfer: sort code 05-04-54; account 

no. 16743453: account name Harlow Hill Allotment Association.   Please ensure 

that you give your plot number and 'water licence' as reference.   For alternative 

method of payment, please get in touch with me. 

Angela Dicken,  Secretary 

 

https://resurrectedbites.co.uk/


REMINDERS 

Make the Most of Your Plot.   It should be fully cultivated with vegetables, fruit, and some flowers.   There 

should be at least 75% cultivation with no large grassed areas.   Paths on your plot should be about 50cm 

wide.   We have a very long waiting list, and the committee has to ensure that all the plots on the site are 

well used. 

You can authorise friends and family to help you with your plot (e.g. if you are ill, away on holiday), but 

please tell the committee member responsible for your group of plots.    Please contact me if you don't 

know the committee member's name. 

Site Security is everyone's responsibility.  When you leave the site, lock the gate if no one else is going to 

leave by that gate. 

If you bring a dog on to the site, keep it on a lead.   This is a requirement of your tenancy agreement. 

Angela Dicken, Secretary 

ALLOTMENT SHOP 

Orders via email for the Allotment Shop were delivered on Saturday 15th February and Saturday 20th 

March.  15 people ordered goods to the value of £707 in February and 21 people placed an order for goods 

to the value of £808 in March.  Many thanks to everyone who is continuing to support the Allotment Shop.  

The next email order will be towards the end of April. 

As email orders seem to work well, this system will continue for the moment. We will aim to reopen the 

shop later in the year but on just one day each weekend and we will continue with the email orders once a 

month too. 

COMMUTED SUMS 

This is money provided by Harrogate Council from a calculation based on housing developments near to 

the allotment site.   So far we have secured funding for the community noticeboard and the shed on the 

small site    Funding has been made available for the gate at the rear of the main site (after it was 

irreparably damaged by a vehicle) and to cover the costs of improvements to the water supplies to the site.   

We have also obtained funding to improve security at the site and this includes the purchase of new locks.   

We still have £1,439.49 from the Commuted Sums budget, and if anyone has suggestions, we are happy to 

consider them at a future committee meeting. 

MAKING YOUR PLOT PLASTIC FREE 

Sarah Stead (Plot 33B(i)) writes: 

I have become increasingly aware of the amount of plastics on our site, and wondered if we could do 

anything about it. 

In February 2019, Harrogate Borough Council agreed the following: “SINGLE-USE PLASTICS NOTICE OF 

MOTION 5.1  The Council has agreed the following Notice of Motion: That this Council commits to working 

towards making this district plastic free, supporting plastic free initiatives within Harrogate District by:  

phasing out, within the next 2 years, the use of single-use plastic from its premises;  setting up a Task 

Group involving local environmental groups and businesses to create a robust strategy to encourage local 

businesses, other organisations. and residents to go single-use plastic free”     



“Single-use plastics” are those manufactured for just one single use, such as bottles, wrappers, bags, plant 

pots etc., and then to be disposed of as convenient whatever the short-term and long-term consequences. 

Is your plot a plastic free zone?   It's easier than you think to start making the switch and reduce your 

plastic use.    

Plastic has a huge negative impact on our environment.   Take, for example, the plastic plant pot.   Its 

invention in the 1960s was a game changer and today it's estimated that 500 million plastic plant pots and 

seed trays are sold every year, with many ending up in landfill or incinerated.   It will take around 500 years 

to decompose.    Take a look at some of the small changes you can make to use less plastic in the garden. 

Seek Alternatives 

It may seem obvious, but the most effective way to reduce plastic in your 

garden is simply to stop buying it.    With demand growing, more garden 

centres are offering biodegradable pots made of materials such as coir (from 

coconut husks), wood chips, rice husks and even seaweed.   Terracotta also 

makes a great rustic alternative.   Try wooden or slate plant labels, twine 

and wooden or metal tools instead of plastic.   Share and swap seeds rather 

than buy in plastic packets.   Homemade compost is a haven for wildlife as 

well as being a cheap alternative to plastic bags of commercial fertiliser.   

Use a metal watering can or water butt.    It is also possible to buy cotton 

netting.   For non-plastic fleece try Symple Stuff at wayfair.com     When it 

comes to buying bare root trees, check that the plants are wrapped in 

paper, rather than plastic – this is particularly important if buying on-line. 

Re-cycle 

A large quantity of plastic plant pots can be re-used.    Some garden centres will re-cycle plastic plant pots.   

Old or broken tools can be re-cycled and repaired for use in schools.    Try to re-use or upcycle any plastic 

that you already have on your plot.    Old compost bags can be used to make leaf mould for example. 

Let's all try to be a bit more eco-friendly, and, through small changes, make a big difference to our future! 

Useful Links 

 Vipot Biodegradable Plant Pots  

 https://www.thegardensuperstore.co.uk/pots-and-planters/pots/biodegradable-pots/vipot-

biodegradable-9cm-tall-plant-pots-x-10 

 Burgon & Ball's Paper Pot Maker 

 Conservation Foundation's 'Tools Shed' (for re cycling tools) 

 Sharpenyourspades.com (how to make toilet roll seed pots)   Sarah Stead 

The Committee at its meeting on 7th April discussed the use of plastic on the site.   It supports efforts to 

reduce the use of plastics on the site and the re-use or recycling of existing plastic products.   In obtaining 

products for the allotment shop, consideration will be given to non-plastic alternatives where available, 

such as biodegradable bags for fertilisers etc.    It was thought that the use of plastics on plots was a matter for the 

plot holder. 

 

https://www.thegardensuperstore.co.uk/pots-and-planters/pots/biodegradable-pots/vipot-biodegradable-9cm-tall-plant-pots-x-10
https://www.thegardensuperstore.co.uk/pots-and-planters/pots/biodegradable-pots/vipot-biodegradable-9cm-tall-plant-pots-x-10


PLOT LETTINGS 

Since early January, 4 new names have been added to the waiting list for plots, and 4 plots have been 

vacated and re-let.   The waiting list currently stands at 48. 

Richard Wriglesworth, Lettings Manager 

BEWARE OF GOOGLE SEARCHES 

As Lettings Manager, I recently received a rather confusing email with an attached “Applying for a  Plot” 

form.   Unfortunately the application form was blank so I replied, saying that as long as he could complete 

the application form and met our distance criteria, I would gladly add him to our long list. 

In his reply, the form was now fully completed but the distance criteria were not met because the 

applicant listed his address as being in Harlow, Essex some 196 miles away.   He had obviously googled 

Harlow Allotments and we popped up!     

Richard Wriglesworth, Lettings Manager 

 

HARROGATE & DISTRICT ALLOTMENTS FEDERATION 

Planning is under way for the 60th HDAF Show on Sunday 15th August.   It is hoped that it will be able to go 

ahead this year albeit with Covid 19 measures in place.  The schedule for the Show will be available in May.  

I hope lots of you will think about having a go in our Diamond Jubilee year.  Harlow Hill will be running the 

tombola stall again, so hang on to any unwanted gifts etc.  I will be asking for donations later in the year. 

Allotment Waiting Lists in the Harrogate District: information on the current numbers on waiting lists on 

all the sites across the Harrogate District was collated in March, and a letter sent to the Commercial & 

Development Manager, Parks & Environmental Services asking for information on whether there are any 

plans to extend allotment provision in view of the increased numbers on the waiting lists and all the 

additional houses in the Harrogate district.   HDAF is expected to receive a detailed response by 23rd April. 

Angela Dicken 

NATURE RESERVE 

The site Nature Reserve is on plot 63B on the small site    We 

are pleased to report frog spawn on it and hope it will lead to 

a healthy population of local frogs.   A heron has also been 

seen there.   

We have recently been contacted by an organisation called 

Froglife which has received funding to help allotment holders 

manage their plots in a wildlife-friendly way.    Froglife held a 

workshop recently, and this will be repeated for interested 

allotment holders.  For further information, see 

https://teamup.com/ksdm6zy6d4eaansrhz 

 

https://teamup.com/ksdm6zy6d4eaansrhz


BIOCHAR 

A recent article in the RHS ‘Garden’ magazine prompted one of our 
plot holders to ask if anyone has experience of using Biochar.  

Biochar is made from plant materials that have been heated in the 
absence of oxygen - a process called ‘pyrolysis’ or 'charring'; bio-oils 
and gases are released and a solid residue of at least 80% elemental 
carbon remains. This is termed biochar.  Biochars are carbon rich and 
don’t readily decompose. 

The idea of using biochar in soils came from observing the man-made ‘Terra Preta’ soils of the Amazon. 
The fertility of the poor, acid soils in this region is thought to have been improved by the area’s indigenous 
people who added charred organic material to the soil. 

Biochar retains much of the open capillary structure from the original wood. In soil these open channels 
continue to function as conduits for air, water, nutrients and microbes. 

Reported benefits: 

 Improving plant health through neutralising acidity, 

 Providing improved water and nutrient retention (especially in sandy soils) 

 Improving drainage and aeration.  

 Providing a habitat for beneficial soil microbes.  

 Providing a route for CO2 removal from the atmosphere by sequestration of carbon. 
 
Negative effects 
These occur if biochars with a high pH (a pH more than 7, or ‘alkaline’) is used in situations where an 
alkaline soil is not desirable, e.g. where the pH is already ideal, or where ericaceous plants are grown. 
However, not all biochars are alkaline, with many having a pH around 7 or lower (acid).  

As with any "new and exciting" product, there is the risk of hype and hijacking of the term. 'Biochar' is 
being used to describe many types of carbon residue from many different types of processes.  Hence, there 
are concerns related to the quality of material purchased. It is a good idea to ensure the origins of any 
biochar you use are traceable (e.g. FSC certified).  

How does it work? 

Put simply, it acts like a sponge absorbing nutrients and water. Beneficial soil microbes attach to the 

biochar and transfer nutrients to the plant roots. In exchange, the roots transfer sugars (made via 

photosynthesis) to the microbes.  

 

You can buy ‘straight’ biochar or ‘enriched’ biochar or composts containing either of these. 

For more information: https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=1014 or  

https://soilfixer.co.uk/what-is-biochar#What%20is%20biochar  

If you have experience of using Biochar, please pass it on. 

Angela Dicken 

 

 

 

 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=1014
https://soilfixer.co.uk/what-is-biochar#What%20is%20biochar


RETURN OF THE WORMS 

Two years ago in the Spring 2019 Newsletter (those happy pre-Covid 

days) I wrote a brief article entitled “Anyone seen my worms?”  “I've 

lost all the worms on my plot and it's very worrying, though to my 

knowledge it hasn't affected the growth of any of my crops.   A few 

years ago my allotment was crawling with worms and so was my 

manure heap.   I regarded them as my friends and treated them with 

care and courtesy.”    Asking around, I found that some adjacent plot 

holders had lost their worms too.   Various theories were advanced 

and discussed, including being gobbled up by the fearsome flatworms. 

Well, the good news is that my worms are back, maybe not in the same profusion, but they are back.   

There are more of them near the grass paths than in the middle of the plot.   I'm inclined to think that a 

combination of hot dry summer spells of weather which thoroughly dried out the soil, yearly digging (I'm 

an unapologetic digger) drove the worms to find somewhere more moist and cool -.under the paths.   . 

BEES    

Sadly, our bees will be leaving us soon.  Graeme Knowles-Miller has reported that the site behind the 

allotment shop where the bees are currently situated is too damp and the buildings that protect them 

from the wind actually block a significant amount of sun. This contributes to the dampness but also 

reduces the number of hours each day the bees fly. We’ll all miss watching them fly in and out of their hive 

– and we’ll miss them pollenating our crops. 

FIRST AID KITS 

It’s a good idea to have a basic first aid kit with you on your allotment plot.  For example: a 

small selection of adhesive plasters, antiseptic ointment, a pair of tweezers for removing 

thorns and splinters, a gauze or lint pad to use as a compress to stop the bleeding if you are 

bleeding badly and some sting relief cream. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keith Wadd, Editor, email: tansley22@btinternet.com    Formatting by Angela Dicken. 

 

Rocketing Rhubarb Beautiful Spring Blossom 


