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Hello Everyone.   Welcome to the latest newsletter.    
Another gardening year is drawing to a close and we 
are already thinking of autumnal matters such as what 
seeds to order for next year, and do this year's results 
merit a vote of confidence in the particular variety we 
grew this year.   As vegetation dies back it also a good 
time for tidying up and adding a bit more to the 
compost heap.   
 
As to weather, it's not been a bad year overall.  The dry spring meant we had to start watering 
much earlier than usual (N.B. if you want good peas, you've got to keep watering them), but we 
had some glorious warm sunny days, as well as a damaging late frost and some high winds.   July 
and August saw a wide variety of weather with some occasional very hot days, and by summer 
standards some very cold ones too, including almost a dawn frost on the 31st August.   The rain has 
been about right – enough to keep the ground moist without becoming waterlogged.    Overall, it 
looks as if most crops have done quite well, though my carrots have been a complete and 
unspectacular failure. The runner beans have been slow to mature (they're a September crop in 
this part of the world), but they've come good in the end.    There look to be some strong 
competitors for the Leek Prize. 
 
And then there's been Covid-19.   To be fortunate in having an allotment has been a tremendous 
boon.   We've been able to take exercise and get out into the fresh air, growing plants has given us 
an interest, as well as pleasure and occasionally disappointment, and socially it has been brilliant, 
a chat with friends almost every day.   Our Covid-19 arrangements have worked very well, the 
open gates have made things much easier and led to little if any theft or vandalism.   But last out 
please remember to close and lock the gate.    Please remember too that the virus is still with us, 
it's as nasty as ever, and our Covid rules including social distancing still apply (see Covid-19 
Reminders).           Editor 
 
 
 
 
WASTE NOT WANT NOT 
I am very pleased to report that I need a wheelbarrow to transport the surplus fruit and veg to my 
car on Monday mornings!    This is delivered to Resurrection Bites and provides much needed 
meals and food parcels for people struggling during the current Covid crisis.   Thank you to plot 
holders who have contributed.   It is very much appreciated.  

Ian Clarke, Chair 
 
 

It's been a good year for plums 

 



KINGS SEED ORDER AND SEED POTATO ORDER 
The catalogues for the Seed Order are now in the mower shed next to the allotment shed, and in 
the new shed on the small site. 
 
For those of you who are new to this, through our membership of the National allotment Society 
we have the opportunity to order from Kings Seeds at reduced prices.   If we send in a group 
order, we also make some additional funds for Harlow Hill Allotment Association.    
 
All you have to do is choose what seeds you would like from the catalogue, complete the green 
form inside the catalogue and then return the form to me (at 74 Otley Road).You can pay into the 
Harlow Hill Allotment Association bank account (that is our preferred method if you can do this), 
or you can pay by cheque with your order   All the details are on the blue sheet on the front of the 
catalogue.   Please read the instructions carefully.   You need to add £1.20 to your order for 
packaging. 
 
Although you can order seed potatoes from Kings, we can buy some varieties more cheaply from 
Acorn Supplies where we get our shop stock from.   A form for these seed potatoes is also in the 
seed catalogue. 
 
The seeds are delivered towards the end of November.   When they arrive, I'll contact you to 
arrange collection.   Seed potatoes both from Kings and Acorn are delivered in January. 
 
If you order from both the Kings catalogue and Acorn, you only need to do one bank transfer for 
both or send in one cheque. 
 
THE DEADLINE for getting your order in to me is SUNDAY 8th NOVEMBER, so you have plenty of 
time to make your seed choices. 
 
If you have any questions about the seed order, please don't hesitate to contact me.   If you can't 
get to the allotment shed to collect a catalogue and would like one, please let me know and I'll 
arrange to get one to you. 
 
Please support the seed order.    Angela Dicken (Tel 505748  email: dicken.angela@hotmail.co.uk) 
 
The seed catalogue is also a good read.   It's nicely presented, has a colourful photo of virtually 
every cultivated vegetable and flower in Britain, and has lots of useful gardening information and 
ideas.  
 
 
ALLOTMENTS BENEFIT FROM COMMUTED SUMS 
Commuted sums are funding we receive from Harrogate 
Borough Council.   So far these funds have been used to pay 
for the community notice board, and for the communal shed 
and water butts on the small site.   We will also be purchasing 
additional taps and butts to enhance and improve water 
supply.   These will be installed later this year.   
        Ian Clarke  
  
 

Community Noticeboard 

 

mailto:dicken.angela@hotmail.co.uk


LOCKDOWN AWARDS 
One positive consequence of the Covid-19 pandemic has been that many plot holders have had 
more time to spend on their allotment plots this year, so the site has looked very good all season 
long.  The Harlow Hill committee decided that it would be good to recognise those plot holders 
who had done particularly well this year.   Each committee member was asked to nominate the 
plots in their areas against certain criteria and then Ian Clarke, our Chair, did the final judging.   In 
many cases it was difficult to choose just one winner.   Well done to everyone!   Have a walk round 
the site and take a look.   Here are the results: 
 
TOP PLOTS – best plot overall with a variety of healthy crops (veg, flowers and fruit), weed-free 
and with some thought given to biodiversity, water-saving etc.: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1B (i) John & Wendy Lawton, 31A Paul & Pauline Knight, 49B Clare McKenzie, 55A Peter Batten 
 

Other nominations: 27A, 33A, 37A, 46A 
 
MOST IMPROVED PLOT – plot showing the most improvement in the last year: 
 
34A (i) Stephen Parker  
The trophy will be awarded to Stephen at our next AGM.   
 

Highly Commended: 23B(i) Ann Hedges, 26(B), David & 
Christine Hunter, 50A David Moss 
 

Other nominations: 2A, 46A, 62B 
 
TOP VEG – a really healthy crop of one sort of veg  

7A for brassicas                                 Sean & Helen Flynn 
22B for tomatoes and brassicas     John & Linda Graham 
 
PRETTIEST PLOT – plot with a wide range of flowers, crops well-planned with some interesting 
features: 

 
  
 23A         Jennie Parfitt   
 29 B&C  Jerry & Veronica Ace 
 57B         Ken Windross & Linda Howling 
 
 Other nominations: 26B, 27A, 46B 
 

John & Wendy’s plot Paul & Pauline’s plot 

Stephen’s plot 

Jennie’s plot 



MOST BEE-FRIENDLY PLOT -  plot showing a good range of bee-friendly plants, perhaps a bee 
hotel, or a bee nest etc. 
 
   23A     Jennie Parfitt   
   46B     Jane and Peter Royston 
 
   Other nominations:  27A, 44B, 57A 
 
 
 
 
44 PEOPLE ON ALLOTMENTS WAITING LIST 
Since March this year, only 2 plots have been vacated, both of which were large and were 
therefore split and re-let.   We have continued to receive a large number of applicants all of whom 
meet the requirement to live within 2 miles of the site. Some people when contacted had moved 
away or had changed circumstances, but as at 31st August there are 44 people on the list and I 
expect the wait to be at least 2 years. 
 
Given the restrictions on movement etc. during the current Covid-19 pandemic, we have been 
rather more lenient this year if a plot is not being fully tended, but for the most part plot holders 
have obviously valued the opportunity to spend socially distanced time outdoors on their plots 
and overall the site is looking good.   Richard Wriglesworth, Lettings Manager 
 
HARLOW HILL ALLOTMENTS COMMENDED 
Ursula Rehkemper (plot 1A) tells us that when she and fellow plot holders were leaving the 
allotment site a few days ago, “a cyclist stopped and asked whether we had an allotment.  When I 
said yes, he commented how VERY nice the allotments looked, and he always stopped to admire 
them: 'A breath of fresh air combined with the beauty of the flowers and the produce.   Well done 
everybody' “   Ursula adds “I thought I would pass that comment on, especially because my 
allotment is not near the road, and the plot holders in that area deserve to know about the 
positive comment.” 
 
ALLOTMENT SHOP 
We still don't feel able to open the Allotment Shop on a regular basis.   However, there was the 
opportunity to order via email again for collection on 12th September.   15 people made an order 
totalling £419.    Many thanks to everyone who ordered.   We've sold out of manure again, but I'll 
be ordering some more and putting in an order for Dalefoot Composts.   I'll let everyone know 
when we're re-stocked again and will aim to do another allotment shop order soon. 

Angela Dicken 
 
NATIONAL ALLOTMENT SOCIETY MAGAZINE ONLINE 
As Harlow Hill Allotment Association is a member of the National Allotment Society, we are sent 
about a dozen copies of the quarterly magazine.   I’ve put the latest copies in the shed next to the 
allotment shop.   In Yorkshire, the national society is currently trialling sending the magazine 
online.   This will mean we all can receive a copy.   The current one can be obtained at  
https://online.flipbuilder.com/cwao/pxcx/ 
Let me know what you think and I'll collate any feedback and send it to them.   You might even 
decide to write an article to submit yourself.     Angela Dicken  
 

Jane & Peter’s plot 

https://online.flipbuilder.com/cwao/pxcx/


HARROGATE & DISTRICT ALLOTMENTS FEDERATION COMPETITION 
Early in the year, each allotment site was given some 
Jubilee tomato seeds, some Diamond Jubilee sweet pea 
seeds, and one or two Jubilee boy dahlia plants.   We 
were asked to share them out and grow them with a view 
to bringing the flowers and tomatoes together in an 
arrangement in August.   The arrangements were to be 
displayed at our Diamond Jubilee Allotment Show, but 
due to Covid-19 the show was cancelled, so the sites were 
asked to photograph their arrangements and the 
photographs were judged virtually by one of the regular 
flower judges, Roger Brownbridge.   Although we had 
tomatoes and sweet peas at Harlow Hill, our dahlias 
steadfastly refused to come into bloom on time.   The plants were really strong and now have 
beautiful flowers, but at the time of judging we only had buds    Many thanks to the plot holders 
who grew the plants at Harlow Hill.   The winner of the competition was Unity Grove Allotments 
with the arrangement in the photo.   All the entries can be seen on the HDAF Facebook page.            

                                           Angela Dicken 
     
NATURE RESERVE 

 Our nature reserve is on the small site between plots 62B 
and 64B.   There is a small pond (which has at least one frog), 
some wildlife friendly shrubs, and a wood pile.   Over the last 
year it has become rather neglected so on Saturday 5th 
September a small group of us did some tidying up, cutting 
back and clearing.   Many thanks go to everyone who helped, 
and particularly to Patrick for taking all the green waste to 
the tip.    If your plot is on the main site, have a wander over 
and take a look at the nature reserve.    If you have any 
suggestions about what else we could include, or how we  

                                                                   might improve it, please let me know. Angela Dicken 
 
 
ASIAN HORNETS 
Bee keepers in Britain are worried about another beast from the east, the Asian hornet.   Although 
there have been no sightings this year, gardeners are asked to be vigilant.   The Asian Hornet could 
decimate pollinators if it becomes established and honey bees are a favourite source of food.   In 
autumn the Asian hornets are building their secondary nests and have a lot of larvae to feed, 
particularly the new potential queens.   The hornets often hang in the air around the entrance to 
bee hives, behaviour known as hawking.   In contrast to European hornets the abdomen of the 
Asian version is entirely dark, apart from the 4th segment which is yellow.  They nest in sheds, 
garages, trees and bushes.  They also sting.  
It is extremely unlikely you will come across any, but if you think you have seen one or a nest, you 
can use your mobile phone to photo it and  download the Asian Hornet Watch app to help you 
identify what you’ve seen and to report it to the Non-native species secretariat.  More information 
can be found on their website http://www.nonnativespecies.org/index.cfm?sectionid=47 Diane 
Pitchford on plot 4B is a member of the Harrogate & Ripon Beekeepers Association Asian Hornet 
Watch Group.  
 

Unity Grove’s arrangement 

Volunteers tidying up the Nature 

Reserve. 

http://www.nonnativespecies.org/index.cfm?sectionid=47


HOW TO IDENTIFY ASIAN HORNETS 
 

 Dark brown or black velvety body 

 Abdomen black/brown with fourth segment yellow or  
 orange 

 Legs brown with characteristic yellow ends 

 Queen hornets up to 30 mm, workers up to 25 mm  
 (smaller than our native European hornets) 
 
 
 

A FEW REMINDERS 
For the benefit of all plot holders and to help keep the site well cared for and well used here are a 
few reminders from your tenancy agreement: 

 Your plot should be well maintained with the majority of the plot under cultivation.   
Weeds should be kept under control and not be allowed to spread their seed on to 
neighbouring plots.    

 Crops should be harvested when mature and not left to rot.   Don't forget that any surplus 
produce can be left in the yellow Waste Not Want Not boxes near to the allotment shop. 

 Compost or remove all refuse arising from the cultivation of the plot. 

 Keep the rides between plots cut and the edges of your plot tidy.  The paths between plots 
should be kept at 50cm to accommodate the mowers. 

 ALL DOGS MUST BE ON A LEAD when on the allotment site 
 
The Covid-19 pandemic has made many people recognise the benefits of an allotment, and as 
mentioned earlier, we now have a very long waiting list of 44.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

COVID-19 REMINDERS 
Whilst (at the time of writing) there has been some easing of the Covid-19 rules, it's still 
important when on the allotment site to follow the precautions that we have been observing all 
season: 
 

1.   Maintain 2m social distancing from people who are not in your household or bubble. 

2.   Wash your hands regularly. 

3.   Sanitise or wash your hands after opening or closing the gates even if you wear gloves to open 
the locks.   Opening the locks and gates will mean there are contact points that lots of people are 
touching.   Do not wash your hands under the taps. 

4.   Use gloves when using the mowers and sanitise or wash your hands afterwards. 

5.   Please do not share tools. 

6.   Remember the Rule of Six. 

Keep yourself and other plot holders safe. 



SEPTEMBER PLANT & GARDEN QUIZ 

1.  The love apple is the original name for what? 

2.  Harry Wheatcroft was a renowned breeder of what? 

3.  Which plant takes its name from the Italian phrase for Beautiful women? 

4.  Which grain is used to make semolina? 

5. Which queen is a popular drupe fruit named after? 

6.  The spice, saffron, comes from which flower? 

7.  Which garden plant in 17th century Holland was exchanged as a form of currency? 

8.  What is another more common name for an Alligator Pear? 

9.  Soil can be acidic, alkaline or what? 

10.  Often called England's greatest gardener, what is Capability Brown's given first name? 

11.  How long does it take the eggs of Cabbage White Butterflies to hatch into caterpillars   a) 24 

hours b) a few days or c) 2 weeks? 

12.  What is the common name of Lumbricus Terrestris? 

13.  Hurst Green Shaft, Avola and Kelvedon Wonder are varieties of what? 

14.  True or false. Ericaceous plants like acid soil? 

15. Which flower's name comes from the Ancient Greek word for star? 

16.  Which plant, widespread in Britain, if touched causes a serious chemical reaction which makes 

skin hypersensitive to ultraviolet light? 

17.  Sweet William (in England) and the weed Stinking Billy (in Scotland) are named after the victor 

of which battle? 

18.  According to the 2017 OS Open Greenspace map covering Great Britain, how many allotment 

sites were there? 

19.  According to the Borough Council, how many allotment sites are there in the Harrogate 

District? 

20.  How many people are currently on the Waiting List at Harlow Hill? 

(Answers on the next page) 

 

 



PLANT TRIAL – CALABRESE IRONMAN F1 

One of the pleasures of browsing through the Kings Seed 
Catalogue is that it gets me thinking about which plants did 
well during the year, and which were a disappointment or 
disaster, recognising that sometimes the disappointment or 
disaster is attributable to my own carelessness or ineptitude 
and not the fault of the seeds (it cuts both ways of course 
and we can take pride in our successes!). 
 
This year I thought I would try calabrese Ironman F1 to fill 
the hungry gap in late July/early August between the end of 
the peas and the start of the runner beans.   The result was 
somewhere between a qualified success and a qualified 
failure.   Actually the plants themselves did well.   I set them 

outdoors in a pot around the end of April and they germinated well.   Sometime in June I 
transplanted them into their designated place on my plot, about ten of them all in a row next to 
the broad beans.   They grew like the clappers and were rearing their heads by late July/early 
August.    No white blister, no white rust, no club root.    So far, so good!    The trouble is they all 
came at once!    That would have been ok if they had lasted, but they didn't – they turned yellow 
in a few days as they came out to flower.   With the arrival of next year's seed catalogue, I've been 
able to check what they should have done.   The catalogue says “heads that stand well over a long 
period” which certainly wasn't the case with mine.   And I didn't find that the side shoots lasted 
any longer than the main head.   However, Waste Not Want Not did quite well and got several 
heads at their best.     Will I try them again next year?    Well, I could grow fewer, that might be the 
answer, or I could try a different variety – maybe Stemia F1.   Might be better to set a later row of 
peas to follow on from the others, but might want a change from peas by then.  Spinach or chard 
no good as I don't much like it.    Maybe I'll try to nurture some really early dwarf beans. 

Keith Wadd 
 
WILDLIFE ON SITE 
Following some damage to one or two plots on site, produce disappearing and several deposits of 
animal droppings, we decided to purchase a wildlife camera to see if we could spot the culprit.  
Paul Knight (plot 31A) had found his bed of leeks quite badly damaged.  He put the camera up on 
his plot and fox could be seen wandering about.  Paul remembered that prior to the damage he 
had put some chicken pellets on his leeks – clearly the fox was looking for food!  The moral of this 
story - take care where you put chicken pellets. 
 
 
 
Keith Wadd, Editor,  email: tansley22@btinternet.com    Formatting by Angela Dicken. 

September Quiz Answers 

1. Tomato  2. Roses  3. Belladonna  4. Wheat  5. Victoria (plum)  6. Crocus  7. Tulip  8. Avocado  9. 

Neutral  10. Lancelot  11. C) 2 weeks  12. Earthworm  13. Peas  14. True  15. Aster  16. Giant 

Hogweed  17. Battle of Culloden in 1746  18. 12,107  19. 26.  20. 44 (as at end of August) 


